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2 of 2 review helpful Well done but the writing style is tedious at times and she s often given to apply an By Robert 
Benfatto The book is very informative It s research is staggering and level of knowledge is stupendous In fact you can 
drown in all the minutiae Well done but the writing style is tedious at times and she s often given to applying an empty 
formalism to her analysis Over all though an impressive fea The relationship between Seneca s prose works and his 
career as a first century Roman statesman is problematic for while he writes in the first person he tells little of his 
external life or of the people and events that formed its setting In this book Miriam Griffin addresses the problem by 
first reconstructing Seneca s career using only outside sources and his de Clementia and Apocolocyntosis In the 
second part of the book she studies Seneca s t Griffin s book is an outstanding contribution to our knowledge of the 
intellectual climate and the political history of the principate of Nero and is bound to become a standard work on the 
complex and elusive personality of Seneca Journal of Roman Stu 
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