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Christianity is commonly held to have introduced an entirely new and better morality into the ancient world a new 
morality that was decidedly universal in contrast to the ethics of the philosophical schools which were only concerned 
with the intellectual few Runar M Thorsteinsson presents a challenge to this view by comparing Christian morality in 
first century Rome with contemporary Stoic ethics in the city Thorsteinsson introduces and discusses the moral te 
Thorsteinsson s comparative accounts of the moral compass of the Roman Christian community and Roman Stoics 
lead him to consider the attitudes of the two groups toward the prevailing social hierarchy in Roman society Southern 
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