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Moses Mendelssohn 1729 ndash 1786 is often described as the founder of modern Jewish thought and as a leading 
philosopher of the late Enlightenment One of Mendelssohn s main concerns was how to conceive of the relationship 
between Judaism philosophy and the civic life of a modern state Elias Sacks explores Mendelssohn s landmark 
account of Jewish practice Judaism s living script to use his famous phrase to present a broader reading of 
Mendelssohn s writings Elias Sacks s suggestion that Mendelssohn is philosophically motivated by the threat of 
historical consciousness to traditional Judaism is novel A fresh important and exciting argument for the continued 
relevance of this founder of modern Jewish thought 
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