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2 of 2 review helpful Good book mediocre translation By Jake F An intriguing book as much for its strengths as for its 
failings Koselleck is writing as a young conservative firebrand in some ways he is offering the historical conceptual 
background to the political decisionism of the book s supervisor Carl Schmitt and perhaps delights overmuch in the 
provocative aspects of his thesis which is repeated with unsettli Critique and Crisis established Reinhart Koselleck s 
reputation as the most important German intellectual historian of the postwar period This first English translation of 
Koselleck s tour de force demonstrates a chronological breadth a philosophical depth and an originality which are 
hardly equalled in any scholarly domain It is a history of the Enlightenment in miniature fundamental to our 
understanding of that period and its consequences Like Tocqueville Kose About the Author Reinhart Koselleck is 
Professor of the Theory of History at the University of Bielefeld and author of Futures Past On the Semantics of 
Historical Time 
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