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7 of 7 review helpful Philosophical discussions at ahigh level By BJ Oslash RN FELSAGER It isahighly interesting
correspondence with arelaxed Descartes that reveals his philosophical thoughts to the intelligent and quizzical
princess And thank godsiit is the complete correspondence also including the mathematical letters that some web
editions for obscure reasons leave out as if mathematics was not important to both De Between the years 1643 and
1649 Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia 1618 ndash 80 and Ren eacute Descartes 1596 ndash 1650 exchanged fifty eight
letters mdash thirty two from Descartes and twenty six from Elisabeth Their correspondence contains the only known
extant philosophical writings by Elisabeth revealing her mastery of metaphysics analytic geometry and moral
philosophy as well as her keen interest in natural philosophy The letters are essential Elisabeth sinterests and abilities
spanned the entire range of seventeenth century intellectual inquiry and the New Learning Scholars have consistently
looked to Descartes s correspondence with Elisabeth to help them understand his theses These
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