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8 of 8 review helpful Refreshed by Barthes By Willis G Regier Here Barthes snips his way free from binary wire He 
has long been a partisan of freedom He writes the Neutral I will be more brief is not social but lyrical existential it is 
good for nothing No hype needed nor much explanation This is another extended example of Barthes thinking 
carefully about a plain ordinary daily ama I define the Neutral as that which outplays the paradigm or rather I call 
Neutral everything that baffles paradigm With these words Roland Barthes describes a concept that profoundly shaped 
his work and was the subject of a landmark series of lectures delivered in 1978 at the Coll egrave ge de France just 
two years before his death Not published in France until 2002 and appearing in English for the first time these creative 
and engaging lectures deepen our under Insightful comments on topics from negative theology to Thomas De Quincy s 
drug use Library Journal His thinking in The Neutral had never been so mournful so ample so warm so unembarrassed 
so alive Wayne Koestenbaum Artfor 
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