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1 of 1 review helpful Top Positive Review revisited revised By Tom Dolan The Proper Study of Mankind is an awe 
inspiring anthology of seventeen essays in the Humanities by the erudite and engaging Isaiah Berlin The title may 
seem a bit stilted for Berlin who is no starched collar and whose writing is crisp crackling and refreshingly free of 
pomp and pedantry But then so long as one stops and thinks something g Isaiah Berlin was one of the leading thinkers 
of our time and one of its finest writers The Proper Study of Mankind brings together his most celebrated writing here 
the reader will find Berlin s famous essay on Tolstoy The Hedgehog and the Fox his penetrating portraits of 
contemporaries from Pasternak and Akhmatova to Churchill and Roosevelt his essays on liberty and his exposition of 
pluralism his defense of philosophy and history against assimilation com Only barbarians are not curious about where 
they come from how they came to be where they are where they appear to be going whether they wish to go there and 
if so why and if not why not So wrote Isaiah Berlin in The Pursuit of the Ideal the 
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