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0 of 0 review helpful Five Stars By Dr Aaron H Esman Excellent review of major post 16th century philosophy 4 of 6 
review helpful as exciting and hard to put aside as really good crime novel By Jesper Doepping Steven Smith succeed 
in both presenting what is at stake in the bourgeois b uuml rger or middle class of merchants intellectuals and 
professionals quest to cr Steven B Smith examines the concept of modernity not as the end product of historical 
developments but as a state of mind He explores modernism as a source of both pride and anxiety suggesting that its 
most distinctive characteristics are the self criticisms and doubts that accompany social and political progress 
Providing profiles of the modern project rsquo s most powerful defenders and critics mdash from Machiavelli and 
Spinoza to Saul Bellow and Isaiah Berl ldquo Steven B Smith s timely and thoughtful new book offers an insightful 
and impressively wide ranging discussion of modernity and its internal tensions It will be widely read and discussed 
for years to come rdquo mdash Charles L Griswold Bowne P 
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