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4 of 4 review helpful Thoroughly engaging By James A Magner This was a very readable and wonderful book I had 
known that the late and great Martin Gardner was a mathematician who wrote an entertaining column for Scientific 
American for many years but I had not known that he was so knowledgeable about the thinking over centuries about 
the big questions in life Does God exist Is there life after death Does free will The Whys of a Philosophical Scrivener 
showcases Martin Gardner as the consummate philosopher thinker and great mathematician that he is Exploring issues 
that range from faith to prayer to evil to immortality and far beyond Garnder challenges the discerning reader with 
fundamental questions of classical philosophy and life s greater meanings Recalling such philosophers was 
Wittgenstein and Arendt The Whys of Philosophical Scrivener embodies Mar ldquo Gardner is at the glorious zenith 
of his diversified powers rdquo The Boston Globe ldquo Martin Gardner is one of the greatest intellects produced in 
this country in this century rdquo Douglas Hofstadter ldquo For more than hal 
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