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3 of 4 review helpful A Fascinating Study in the Tradition of Foucault s Concern For the Socially Marginalized By 
Mikhail B The importance of this College de France course lies in the place it occupies in the development of Foucault 
s study of sexuality To understand what this means a little history is in order It is commonly assumed that what we 
have in English are volumes 1 2 and 3 of a complete study of the his From 1971 until his death in 1984 Foucault gave 
public lectures at the world famous College de France Attended by thousands these were seminal events in the world 
of French letters Picador is proud to be publishing the lectures in thirteen volumes The lectures comprising Abnormal 
begin by examining the role of psychiatry in modern criminal justice and its method of categorizing individuals who 
resemble their crime before they commit it Building on ldquo These lectures offer important insights into the evolution 
of the primary focus of Foucault s later work the relationship between power and knowledge rdquo Library Journal 
ldquo The importance of these lectures is that they are directly 
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