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15 of 18 review helpful This is an excellent book to edify oneself on myriad subjects viz By curious reading This is an 
excellent book to edify oneself on myriad subjects viz music art and math My only complaint is with consistency The 
author is obviously a highly intelligent individual and shows prowess in teaching and explaining esoteric issues The 
problem I have is that this is not always the case Douglas Hofstadter s book is concerned directly with the nature of 
maps rdquo or links between formal systems However according to Hofstadter the formal system that underlies all 
mental activity transcends the system that supports it If life can grow out of the formal chemical substrate of the cell if 
consciousness can emerge out of a formal system of firing neurons then so too will computers attain human 
intelligence G ouml del Escher Bach is a w com Twenty years after it topped the bestseller charts Douglas R 
Hofstadter s G ouml del Escher Bach An Eternal Golden Braid is still something of a marvel Besides being a profound 
and entertaining meditation on human thought and creativity this 
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