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1 of 1 review helpful Interesting but misses the mark By H Moritz Although Nehamas project is a laudable one his 
book misses the mark in a couple of notable ways Most importantly his portrayal of Foucault s Socrates or more 
precisely Foucault s Socrates via Dumezil is little more than a shallow gloss of Foucault s 1984 lectures Nothing new 
is introduced and the ensuing oft inaccurate regurgitation of Foucault For much of its history philosophy was not 
merely a theoretical discipline but a way of life an art of living This practical aspect of philosophy has been much less 
dominant in modernity than it was in ancient Greece and Rome when philosophers of all stripes kept returning to 
Socrates as a model for living The idea of philosophy as an art of living has survived in the works of such major 
modern authors as Montaigne Nietzsche and Foucault Each of these writ com If philosophy is primarily a theoretical 
discipline suggests Alexander Nehamas it is because it has become one through the influence of tradition But there 
exists another tradition which flourished in classical Greece in which philosophical pu 
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