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0 of 0 review helpful If you want a thoughtful reflection on the Phaedrus start here By Stuart K Patterson Great 
treatment of one of the most intriguing works ever written 21 of 24 review helpful Platonic Pharmacology By J C 
Woods For twenty five hundred years we assumed Phaedrus was a badly put together dialogue an early work a 
botched job Only recently have w The focus of this account is how myth and formal argument in the dialogue 
Phaedrus complement and reinforce each other in Plato s philosophy Not only is the dialogue in its formal structure a 
joining of myth and argument but the philosophic life that it praises is also shaped by the limitations of argument and 
the importance of mythical and poetic understanding The book is written for anyone seriously interested in Plato s 
thought and in the history of literary theory a very bold worthwhile and stimulating experiment in this exciting field it 
includes some excellent discussion of particular sections of the dialogue and the author s method close reading and 
sustained attention to the literary and historical context 
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