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10 of 10 review helpful For Modern Philosophy Afficianados Only By Katherine Katsenis Eileen O Neill s annotated 
unabridged edition of Margaret Cavendish s Observations on Experimental Philosophy part of the Cambridge Texts in 
the History of Philosophy Series is a solid contribution to the history of metaphysics It has not appeared in print since 
its second edition in 1668 While considerable work on Cavendish as Margaret Cavendish s Observations upon 
Experimental Philosophy holds a unique position in early modern philosophy Cavendish rejects the picture of nature 
as a grand machine that was propounded by Hobbes and Descartes she also rejects the alternative views of nature that 
make reference to immaterial spirits Instead she develops an original system of organicist materialism and draws on 
the doctrines of ancient Stoicism to attack the tenets of seventeenth century mechan Eileen O Neill s edition of the 
1668 edition of this text the first was printed in 1666 will go a long way to making Cavendish accessible to a modern 
audience O Neill s edition of the Observations is textually impeccable Isis This is a sign 
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