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Theophrastus of Eresus in Lesbos born about 370 BCE is the author of the most important botanical works that have 
survived from classical antiquity He was in turn student collaborator and successor of Aristotle Like his predecessor 
he was interested in all aspects of human knowledge and experience especially natural science His writings on plants 
form a counterpart to Aristotle s zoological works In the Enquiry into Plants Theophrastus About the Author James 
Diggle is Professor of Greek and Latin at Cambridge and a Fellow of Queens College His publications include Studies 
on the Text of Euripides OUP 1981 The Textual Tradition of Euripides Orestes Oxford University Press 1991 and Eu 
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