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19 of 19 review helpful Behind their bright splendours I see moving darker and older shapes By Snowbrocade Jane 
Ellen Harrison was a ground breaking scholar in the field of mythology she was one of a group of what was called the 
Cambridge Ritualists who believed that contrary to prior belief that myths arose from rituals rather than rituals from 
myths Her primary thesis in Prolegomena is that the religion Jane Harrison examines the festivals of ancient Greek 
religion to identify the primitive substratum of ritual and its persistence in the realm of classical religious observance 
and literature In Harrison s preface to this remarkable book she writes that J G Frazer s work had become part and 
parcel of her mental furniture and that of others studying primitive religion Today those who write on ancient myth or 
ritual are bound to say the same about Harrison He From the Back Cover Harrison s Prolegomena to the Study of 
Greek Religion is a book that breathes life It is an exciting deeply felt intellectual quest with a broad view of the role 
of religion in life ancient and modern Harrison is not afraid to l 
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