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The essays collected in this new volume reveal Isaiah Berlin at his most lucid and accessible He was constitutionally 
incapable of writing with the opacity of the specialist but these shorter more introductory pieces provide the perfect 
starting point for the reader new to his work Those who are already familiar with his writing will also be grateful for 
this further addition to his collected essays The connecting theme of these essays as in the case Avishai Margalit 
Winner of the 2012 Ernst Bloch Prize A volume which covers the key areas of Berlin s interests in an unusually 
accessible way it will take its place as quite simply the best short introduction to his thinking A l 
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