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17 of 22 review helpful Back Back before things themselves By Michael H Shenkman I have long been interested in 
the idea of increasing complexity the paradigm in which energies interact in such ways as to be anentropic or actually 
increase in organization rather than disperse into oblivion Philosophy has been at a loss to fully engage this notion 
being locked in ancient and scholastic notions of causality and ultima Along with Husserl s Ideas and Heidegger s 
Being and Time Being Given is one of the classic works of phenomenology in the twentieth century Through readings 
of Kant Husserl Heidegger Derrida and twentieth century French phenomenology e g Merleau Ponty Levinas and 
Henry it ventures a bold and decisive reappraisal of phenomenology and its possibilities Its author s most original 
work to date the book pushes phenomenology to its limits Jean Luc Marion has established himself as the leading 
phenomenologist of the day The appearance of Being Given the English translation of what is in my view the most 
important philosophical work of this important thinker marks a milestone in the r 
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