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4 of 4 review helpful Sebell isone of the most promising young scholars of Plato working today By Loren Rotner
Sebell s The Socratic Turn provides a brilliant account of Plato s Phaedo the dialogue that 1ays bare the foundations
and motivations for Socrates turn from the study of natural science to the human moral political things In clear
accessible and careful prose this book shows why Socratic philosophy is supe The Socratic Turn addresses the
guestion of whether we can acquire genuine knowledge of good and evil right and wrong Reputedly Socrates was the
first philosopher to make the attempt But Socrates was a materialistic natural scientist in hisyouth and it was only
much later in life mdash after he had rejected materialistic natural science mdash that he finally turned around the age
of forty to the examination of ordinary moral and political opinionsor t A book as clear asit is profound Harvey C
Mansfield Jr Harvard University A remarkable and penetrating study of what has come to be known as the Socratic
turn namely Socrates s having turned away from his youthful quest for
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