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19 of 21 review helpful A necessary book for our time but very flawed writing By Morris Finkler There is urgent need 
for a book like this in this age of a loss of support for liberal democracy by people not familiar with the dire 
alternatives Craiutu does a fair job of explaining the work of exemplars of political moderation in different countries 
and periods The reader should be warned however that what seems like pro Aristotle listed moderation as one of the 
moral virtues He also defined virtue as the mean between extremes implying that moderation plays a vital role in all 
forms of moral excellence But moderation s protean character mdash its vague and ill defined omnipresence in 
judgment and action mdash makes it exceedingly difficult to grasp theoretically At the same time moderation seems to 
be the foundation of many contemporary democratic political regimes because the c Aurelian Craiutu is devoted to 
rehabilitating what he believes to be correctly in my view the forgotten virtue of moderation He demonstrates a 
considerable mastery of the topic and his knowledge of the central figures is impeccable mdash Steven Smith Y 
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