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The concept of hope is central to the work of the German philosopher Ernst Bloch 1885 ndash 1977 especially in his 
magnum opus The Principle of Hope 1959 The speculative materialism that he first developed in the 1930s asserts a 
commitment to humanity s potential that continued through his later work In The Privatization of Hope leading 
thinkers in utopian studies explore the insights that Bloch s ideas provide in understanding the present Bloch is one of 
the rare figures of whom we can say fundamentally with regard to what really matters he was right he remains our 
contemporary and maybe he belongs even more to our time than to his own mdash Slavoj i ek from the pr 
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