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Adorno notoriously asserted that there is no right life in our current social world This assertion has contributed to the 
widespread perception that his philosophy has no practical import or coherent ethics and he is often accused of being 
too negative Fabian Freyenhagen reconstructs and defends Adorno s practical philosophy in response to these charges 
He argues that Adorno s deep pessimism about the contemporary social world is coupled with a strong optimism abou 
Freyenhagen has written a lucidly argued patient and relentless defense of Adorno s negative ethics that provides both 
an excellent addition to the secondary literature on Adorno and more importantly a spirited intervention into current 
debates in contem 
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