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Exploring the political ideology of Republicanism under the Roman emperors of the first century AD Sam Wilkinson 
puts forward the hypothesis that there was indeed opposition to the political structure and ideology of the rulers on the 
grounds of Republicanism While some Romans wanted a return to the Republic others wanted the emperor to ensure 
his reign was as close to Republican moral and political ideology as possible Analysing the discourse of the period the 
b In this impressive and provocative book Sam Wilkinson makes the argument that Republican ideas and ideals 
persisted in Rome on a large scale well beyond the establishment of the empire This is a complex topic one that 
Wilkinson tackles with admirable clarity 
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