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an Essay on Phenomonological Ontology: 

Originally published in 1943 Sartre s main purpose in Being and Nothingness is to assert the individual s existence as 
prior to the individual s essence existence precedes essence His overriding concern in writing the book was to 
demonstrate that free will exists Though influenced by Heidegger Sartre was profoundly sceptical of any measure by 
which humanity could achieve a kind of personal state of fulfillment comparable to the hypothetical Heideggerian re 
encoun 
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